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Another mujtahid of Ardabfl entitled Mukaqqiq (" the
Investigator" or "Verifier") wrote on behalf of certain
Sayyids to Shdh Tahmasp, who, on receiving the letter,
rose to his feet, placed it on his eyes, and kissed it, and
gave the fullest satisfaction to its demands. Then, because
the letter addressed him as "O brother" (Ayyuhctl-Akh\
the Shdh caused it to be placed with his winding-$heet and
ordered that it should be buried with him, " in order that,"
said he, "I may argue with the Angels of the Tomb,
Munkir and Nakfr, that I should not be subjected to their
torment"

Still more extraordinary is another anecdote in the same
work1 of how Prince Muhammad 'AH Mirza gave a thou-
sand ttimdns to each of two mujtahids in

A mansion in                                                            ,,.,-,           ,    ,

Paradise bought return for a paper, duly signed and sealed,
ya rmce. promising him a place in Paradise. One of
them (Sayyid Ridd ibn Sayyid Mahdf) hesitated to do this,
but the Prince said, " Do you write the document and get
the doctors of Karbali and Najaf to witness it, and I will
get it (*.*. the mansion in Paradise) from God Most High."
Many similar anecdotes might be cited, besides numerous
miracles (kardmdf} ascribed to most of the leading divines,
but enough has been said to show the extraordinary power
and honour which they enjoyed. They were, indeed, more
powerful than the greatest Ministers of State, since they
could, and often did, openly oppose the Shdh and overcome
him without incurring the fate which would almost in-
evitably have overtaken a recalcitrant Minister,
s of Nor is this a thing of the past, as is abundantly
clerical power. shown by ^ history of the overthrow of the
Tobacco Concession in 1890-1, which was entirely effected,
In the teeth of the Ndsiru'd-Dfn Shih and his Court, and
the British Legation, by the mujtakids, headed by Hdjji
Mfrzd Hasan-i-Shirizf and HAjji Mfrzd Hasan-i-Ashtiydnf,
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